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Synopsis

From Justo L. Gonzalez, author of the acclaimed three-volume History of Christian Thought, The
Story of Christianity Volume Il: The Reformation to the Present Day is the fully revised and updated
second volume of The Story of Christianity. Gonzalezd ™s astute scholarship, lucid prose, and
impassioned focus tell the narrative history of Christianity, beginning with the Protestant

Reformation of the sixteenth century and leading all the way up to present day.
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Customer Reviews

In another text ('The Changing Shape of Church History’), Justo Gonzalez writes about the shift
away from a Eurocentric focus on the history of Christianity to a recognition that Christianity is a
global phenomenon, not just due to Western missionary activity, but rather has been since its
earliest day. Gonzalez keeps this global perspective in mind in his two volume narrative history,
"The Story of Christianity’.Gonzalez’ presentation of the Reformation period concentrates on
significant people, primarily Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin, bringing in other people
as appropriate (Tetzel, various popes, etc.). However, Gonzalez does not confine himself to a 'story
of great men’ approach, combine the history of ideas, events, and institutions together with the
biographical narratives of the people involved. Gonzalez is also the author of a three-volume history
of Christian thought, and draws material from that series into this more general church history
text.Gonzalez’ approach to the Reformation includes the standard Luther/Zwingli/Calvin triad, with
information about the reformations in Britain, the Benelux (Low) countries, France, Anabaptists, and

influences in the Catholic church. Gonzalez uses the term "Catholic Reformation’ rather than



Counter-Reformation, for as he states, 'the Catholic Reformation was well under way when Luther
was still a young boy.” Gonzalez highlights some earlier controversies that influenced Luther (Hus
and others), as well as so-called "minor’ actors in the unfolding historical events. This is standard for
Gonzalez - he addresses the major events and people while incorporating a good deal of
information about the influences and people that normally do not get "topping billing’ in historical

narratives.
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